What turned out to be an intellectual foundation and the turning point in the life and career of Ignacy Potocki (1750-1809), the Grand Marshall of Lithuania, a member of the camp of political reforms, an activist of the Commission of National Education and a co-author of the Constitution of 3 May, was his educational journey all over Europe, which he began as a fifteen-year-old young man 1 . The young magnate, the son of the general of the Lithuanian artillery Eustachy Potocki, was connected with the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by a number of positions he held in the state 2 . At the age of 23 Ignacy Potocki was appointed, after Józef Mikołaj Radziwiłł, to the office of the Grand Notary of Lithuania (appointed on 29 May 1773). He held the position for ten years until he was promoted to the position of the Court Marshall of Lithuania (20 December 1783). On 16 April 1791 he was reached one of the highest official positions in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania -he was appointed the Grand Marshall of Lithuania. However, he held the office only for a year (until 4 July 1792) for political reasons; he was the penultimate marshall of Lithuania in the times of the First Polish Republic 3 . He held Lithuanian offices altogether for almost two decades.
There have appeared numerous studies 4 concerning the figure and life of Ignacy Potocki, a well-known persona in Polish historiography. Nevertheless, his [712] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l foreign journeys, which constitute an absorbing subject for research analysis, have not been explored yet. His first foreign sojourn was described in his biography 5 . In this study we will attempt to familiarise the reader with the course of the trip made by Ignacy Potocki in Europe. It had an important intellectual element and far-reaching effects on the choice of his future career and shaped his erudition and artistic taste. We shall focus mainly on the cognitive aspects -learning about the world that surrounds the traveller (in this case -Ignacy Potocki). The cognitive issues 6 incorporate political and socio-economic questions along with artistic, scientific and national aspects revealed in his travel diaries and letters. He also referred to contacts and acquaintances he made along the way. The intellectual concerns constitute the main element and effect of the so-called traveller 's worldview 7 . In other words, they result from the observations and presentation of reality by the traveller who creates his own personal vision of the world based on his own sensitivity, calques of the imagination, cultural filters and literary conventions 8 . As Ignacy Potocki's journey could be divided into a few stages, described differently in various sources, the cognitive questions underlined in the original stage of the journey shall be presented in chronological order as they appeared in Potocki's accounts. The religious problems connected with his stay in Rome shall be treated separately. The cognitive dimension of his travels in Europe (1770 Europe ( -1771 shall be shown by presenting individual issues, which is possible thanks to the homogenous description of the journey included in the diary. The subject of the analysis shall not be the Roman studies, which are included in the separate issue of Old-Polish education of magnates and clergy.
The objective of the Ignacy Potocki's travels which took place in the mid-1760s was to continue and extend the studies commenced in Poland. His further activity in the field of education allowed the researchers to place him among the famous Poles studying in Rome, along with Grzegorz Piramowicz and Hugo Kołłątaj 9 . The course of Ignacy Potocki's studies in the Apennine Peninsula and his voyage Cztery lata nadziei. 200 rocznica Sejmu Wielkiego, ed. Henryk Kocój, Katowice 1988, pp. 135-162; I. Potocki wobec spraw ustrojowych i "Rządów sejmikowych" w Polsce w latach 1790 -1792 , Przegląd Humanistyczny, vol. 33: 1989 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [713] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l through Europe was depicted in a few sources. They are extensive fragments of three diaries kept in the collections of the Main Archive of Old Files in Warsaw 10 and most of the preserved travel correspondence 11 . The classification of the journey itself remains an interesting question. The main aim of the trip was philosophical-theological and canonical study in order to prepare the young magnate to take holy orders and a career in the Church. Despite abandoning these plans, the first few years of his journey and sojourn in the Holy See followed the typical course of pilgrimages undertaken by the Polish clergy, for whom the most essential route was the road to Rome 12 . This is why three clear-cut stages of the trip may be distinguished here. The first stage includes the journey to Rome in 1765 combined with a short visit to Silesia, Bohemia, Austria (Vienna) and northern Italy. The second stage, which was the longest part of the journey, involved studying in Rome (1765-1770) interrupted only by short recreational trips to small towns near Rome and an excursion to Naples in 1769. The last stage, preceded by a short pilgrimage to Loreto, took the form of a tour through the countries of Western Europe (1770-1771).
It is hard to say whether Potocki would have prolonged his journey and visited several European countries had he taken holy orders. Eventually, Potocki visited Silesia, Bohemia, Austria and, having left Italy, he went on to visit to France, Spain and Germany. His journey fulfilled all the criteria of the classic Grand Tour. The inclusion of the most important European cities (Paris, Rome, Vienna, Lyon, Leipzig) in terms of culture, civilisation and politics allows his journey to be referred to by the term Grand Tour. However, taking into account the fact that the itinerary omitted countries such as the Netherlands (mainly Holland) and England, a slightly modified terminology should be applied -namely kleine Tour, which in literature meant a shorter version of the Grand Tour, limited to the territories of Central Europe
13
. Taking into consideration the Polish situation, Ignacy Potocki's journey may be regarded as Grand Tour in a somewhat reduced form. 
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A d a m K u c h a r s k i [714] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l The educational and cognitive nature of the journey constituted one of the main indicators of their legitimacy. The journey of the young magnate was to affect his education, to generate his heraldic legends, in which education and intellectual competences acquired abroad (particularly in Rome) played a fundamental role: "Having learnt French and Latin before leaving Poland, he acquired abroad the Italian language, the knowledge of Roman antiquity, philosophy, the rights of nations, architecture, theology and religious law" The register of travelling expenses of the years 1765-1766 helps to establish a few facts concerning the material conditions of the journey. The clothes were purchased in Warsaw and the pilgrims used the posting transport service 16 . From Warsaw to Cracow Potocki travelled in his own coach; in Cracow he changed his means of transportation and took a four-horse stage-coach. In one of his letters he recounted the frequents accidents and overturning of the "calash" which, after a few repairs, no longer worked and the purchase of a new vehicle was planned for 40 red zlotys 17 . The term "calash" suggests that it was a light four-wheel horse vehicle, which allowed the travellers to enjoy the warm weather of early summer and to admire the sights around them. At least from the departure from Cracow, Potocki was accompanied by the castellans' son of Polotsk Aleksander Brzostowski, who covered the cost of hiring two horses and a post coach 18 . Right from the outset there were opportunities for sightseeing. They visited Cracow for a few days, but this stay was not properly documented in Potocki's diary or his travel correspondence. However, it is known that Grzegorz Piramowicz, accompanying Ignacy Potocki's wife during the journey to Italy in 1779, took his time to get to know the monuments of Cracow and the city's surroundings 19 . Thanks to a longer break in the journey, he managed to see the castle in Pieskowa Skała. In Cracow he saw the architectural complex in Wawel and the Jagiellonian Academy 20 . 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [715] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l
The cognitive aspects of the first stage of Ignacy Potocki's journey were described in the report titled: List ciekawego Polaka do swego Przyjaciela i Mecenasa [English: A letter from a curious Pole to his Friend and Patron]. This account written for an unknown reader who might have been his father Eustachy, the bishop Ignacy Krasicki or, least probably, the Piarist Stanisław Konarski, includes a more in-depth analysis of the socio-economic situation and makes an impression of a document written later after the events had been carefully thought out. Heading towards the Apennine Peninsula, Potocki had an opportunity to get to know better the Silesian and Bohemian reality and to visit Vienna. This fragment of his travelling impressions outnumbered his political or economic remarks. Ignacy Potocki gave it a form of a theoretical treatise, in which he discussed mainly the nuances of the social-economic situation in the aforementioned territories. He also commented on the political division of the German Reich indicating the positive effects in the effective rulings of a dozen of dukes, bishops and town councils, which were only symbolically subordinated to the emperor. Going along the borders of the Silesian lands he concentrated on the question of the reconstruction of the country after the Silesian wars, the order and wealth of Silesia's inhabitants and the description of the Prussian military situation. He also reminded the fact that in the past the country had belonged to Poland 21 . When crossing Moravia, he once again revealed his tendency to look at the world with the "eye of a good host". He was impressed by the fortifications of Olomouc, the high standard of agriculture, the considerable population density and good living conditions among the peasants as a result of state protectionism
22
. Potocki expressed his praise for the Austrian Cameralism which involved mobilising the resources of the rural population and creating favourable conditions for economic development in the areas of agriculture and trade. The observations became the foundation for Potocki's comparisons between the "German economy" (Potocki used this term since Silesia belonged to Prussia and Bohemia belonged to the Empire) and the Polish reality and his appeals to improve the conditions of peasants in the Rzeczpospolita. Passing through Silesia, Bohemia and Austria gave Potocki a great opportunity to observe the situation of the peasants in those countries. It naturally provoked him to make comparisons with Poland. Potocki was a declared advocate of the idea of Physiocracy. In his travelling account he openly criticised the lot of peasants in Poland comparing their legal-economic situation to slavery. He maintained that it was one of the main reasons for the stagnation or even regression of the economy of the Rzeczpospolita. He stipulated that the situation should change and criticised the feudal system in the Polish countryside 23 
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A d a m K u c h a r s k i [716] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l epoch is characterised by a deep belief that the representatives of the noble social strata should first of all take care of their own interests, which was visible in their quest for offices and privileges, whilst the well-being of the state was of secondary importance 24 . In this way, Potocki's concern for the wealth of his country distinguishes him from other Polish noblemen. He even did not hesitate to announce the controversial truth about the equality of all people before the law, despite the fact that he also considered the existing disproportions and social divisions as a necessary and natural phenomenon. He advocated not only reforms to repair the state, but also supported conferring upon peasants rights protecting them against lawlessness 25 . Taking into account his later activity in the public arena and great merits in reforming the country, it is clear that his views did not result from juvenile idealism; instead, it was a well thought-out program of positive changes, the aim of which was to save the country from collapse and to help its economy flourish like those of other European states.
Undoubtedly, the first stage of his journey provided him with a great range of aesthetic impressions, for the biggest tourist attractions of Vienna were thoroughly reviewed. Ignacy Potocki was enchanted with the Gothic architecture of St. Stephen's Cathedral, in particular with the embellishments of the façade and its slender, beautiful openwork tower. He also admired the emperor's pantheon in the Capuchin church with the gold and silver figures on the tombs, which constituted a masterpiece of sepulchral art along with the collections of books and other curiosities in the emperor's library. He also went to the military academy in Wiener Neustadt
26
. The capital of the Empire astounded Potocki by its wealth and beauty. He was impressed by the effective organisation of trade -which yielded high profits -and the well-maintained roads. He admired the emperor's court -rich and full of splendour; yet, he criticised the excessive fiscalism under the reign of Maria Theresa. The wealth of the inhabitants and the extravagant lifestyle of the aristocracy was for him a natural consequence of balanced economic development and a reward for the efforts made. He ironically commented on the Polish magnates who in Warsaw boasted about "the splendour in their courts, food, service, tables and feasts", which in fact was the cause of the bankruptcy of many families 27 . The main element of his journey was his five-year-long sojourn in Italy (July 1765 -June 1770). Potocki's first contact with Italy occurred in July 1765 in Venice after he had crossed the Alps. His first impressions of Italy were dominated by the weather. Ignacy Potocki noticed a climatic change at the foot of the Alps, where the air from the south encounters the massive wall of tall mountain peaks, which "chill 
The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [717] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l the Italian heat"
28
. It must be underlined here that Venice, situated on the route to Rome most commonly used by Poles, was on the majority if Polish tourist routes. Not all Polish travellers devoted enough attention to presenting the colour and specificity of the town and region, which to the Poles was the real "gate to Italy" 29 . As far as Ignacy Potocki was concerned, it must be underlined that he was a mature observer who skilfully formulated conclusions. By giving historical examples, he proved the historical-cultural importance of the Alps, which acted as a protection barrier for the Roman civilisation against the invasions of barbarians from the north.
Travelling under the "warmer sky" Potocki arrived in Venice. Recalling the fishing origins of the settlement, he analysed the reasons for the commercial strength of Venice, which in his times had started to suffer an economic crisis due to the wars with Turkey. As Potocki noticed, Venice's monopoly was undermined by the colonial expansion of Portugal and the discovery of the road to India -"for opening the road to Asia near Africa"
30
. Despite some misfortunes, Venice had managed to maintain its powerful position thanks to observing the law and the special role of doges ruling in this oligarchic republic. Potocki considered the Venetian political system to be a model. According to him, the centralised administration eliminated such pathologies of political-social life as corruption and struggles among aristocratic factions. He was very enthusiastic about the Venetian republican system. He was moved by the picturesque sights of the city situated by the sea, canals functioning as streets where gondolas sailed, its port with a charming panorama full of ships' masts 31 . He continued his journey across the Apennine Peninsula. Heading for Rome, he visited "empty" Padua and Bologna. He was not very enthusiastic about the cities. The most precious objects for him were not architectural works, but dignified scientific institutions -famous universities originating in the Middle Ages. The briefness of his account might have been caused by the fact that the universities of Padua and Bologna, extremely popular among Polish students until the 17 th century, had lost their status
32
. Now, the universities were the destinations of short visits rather than places of study. Yet, Potocki remarked that comparing those two cities "Bologna is much more populated, more beautiful and better off " 33 . 
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A d a m K u c h a r s k i [718] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l His scientific interests were realised in a few areas. The basic element was his education in philosophy, history logic, rhetoric, drawing, Latin, Italian and the basics of canonical law. From his notes we know that the main book Potocki read during his stay in Rome was the history of the city from the time it had been founded by Titus Livius. This famous historical treatise, which Potocki studied thoroughly, was a mine of quotations and examples with whose help he illustrated the past and current political situation of Rome. He glorified the bravery and honour of the heroes of ancient Rome such as Gaius 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [719] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . . Probably at least some of the books were purchased during his educational journey.
An important cognitive role was played by issues connected with the field of geography, whose evidence was the purchase of six maps. Apart from learning the subjects which were part of the traditional education of noblemen and magnates, Ignacy Potocki exhibited intellectual inclinations towards science. The evidence for this is the receipt for the payments of 3 Dutch ducats in Rome for admission to a show of experimental physics 41 . In his letters he revealed the knowledge of the works of the leading early modern scientists: An Italian Girolamo Cardano and a Dutch physicist Pieter van Musschenbroek 42 . In Rome, Potocki met with the clergy of the highest rank. He established political-social contacts mainly during audiences at the Pope Clement XIII, parties and luncheons given by dukes and ministers along with church officials. At the beginning of his stay he informed his mother that after the arrival he had seen the Pope and had been blessed by him 43 . The plans to take holy orders and to hold church offices started to materialise two years after his arrival in Rome. Thanks to the protection of the bishop of Warmia Ignacy Krasicki, Potocki was appointed to a church position which was to commence his career in the Church. In September 1767 he was granted conditionally the position of bishop coadjutor in Warmia thanks to the positive opinion given by Krasicki. He was admitted only having fulfilled a number of conditions, one of which was taking holy orders 44 . His stay in Rome took place during a difficult period for the Church. The secularisation of the Jesuits was about to occur, which did not prevent him from establishing a lifelong friendship with a Polish Jesuit Grzegorz Piramowicz. This friendship exerted a considerable intellectual and moral influence in Potocki. The family relations facilitated the development of the friendship. Grzegorz Piramowicz as a preacher and professor of moral theology in the college in Krzemieniec became a tutor of Ignacy's cousins. The sons of the Lviv castellan Józef Potocki: Paweł, Jan and Kajetan departed on an educational journey to Italy and France under the supervision of Piramowicz in the years 1767-1770. They spent a long time 40 J. Rudnicka, op.cit., pp. 62-63. 41 "Pour la contribution a l' Academie des experiences de physique"; Biblioteka Zakładu Narodowego im. 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [721] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l Zawadzki, whom Potocki met in the Hospice of St. Stanislav, turned out to be very valuable for him. After they returned to Poland, Zawadzki cooperated with the Potockis in the construction of several buildings 53 . It is worth taking a closer look at the question of the emotions and religious attitudes of Ignacy Potocki, which were revealed in the preserved notes of the author. In his travel diaries, several examples of Ignacy Potocki's piety may be noted. After he arrived in Rome, he wrote about his observations concerning the Italian liturgical customs: "when music is played everybody looks not at the grand altar, but at the choir, and then the Holy Sacrament is brought from the sacristy" 54 [transl. by Agnieszka Chabros]. In the autumn of 1766 he participated in a threeday religious retreat for alumni of the Piarist college. In the letters to his mother he stressed his piety. He held the Pope Benedict XIV (Prospero Lambertini) from Padua in grand esteem; he wrote about him while passing Padua: "a great man, and a great pope"
55
. He was deeply moved by the death of Clement XIII at the beginning of February 1769. He attended the ceremony of moving the Pope's body from his palace to the chapel in Vatican. He commented on the funeral ceremonies in the following way: "One expects to encounter many people holding honourable offices; and I can say that I had the great fortune to be there at that time" 56 [transl. by A.Ch.]. The funeral ceremonies connected with the Pope's funeral and the election of his successor were described also by Jakub Lanhaus, who emphasised the crucial role of the Camerlengo 57 . Ignacy Potocki was happy to report the results of the papal conclave of 1769 and the election of Clement XIV. He presented him as a man sent from heaven who was capable of solving the problems of the church; he wrote that the Pope was "a Franciscan of not noble background, noble-minded in terms of virtue, politics and piety that Rome is generally content with him"
58
. He hoped the Pope to defend the Jesuits against secularisation. He was partly right since the new pope did want to deploy a compromising solution and reform the Jesuit Order. He intended to depoliticise and subordinate the Society of Jesus to the local church authorities 59 , by means of which he hoped the European courts to renounce the demand to secularise the order. Describing the beginnings of the secularisation of the Jesuits monasteries in the Republic of Venice, Potocki looked for the means to stop such 53 . Nevertheless, it seems that it was the stay in Rome that considerably influenced the young magnate's decision to choose a secular career. He enumerated the reasons for this, emphasising his fear of not fulfilling the obligations arising from being a member of the clergy and his desire to devote his life to public service: "Being an honest man, a good citizen, a good relative, a good friend, how else would I contribute to my country and the world by being a priest?"
61
. It is probable that the decision to renounce his plan to take holy orders was determined by the ambiance of conflict and uncertainty connected with the choice of a new pope in 1769 along with the prospects of the secularisation of the Society of Jesus. In the 1760s there took place a massive offensive of the European courts aiming at abolishing the Society of Jesus in their metropolitan and colonial estates. Following the example of Portugal, the royal acts introduced such a change in several countries (France -1764, Spain -1767, Naples -1767) despite Pope Clement XIII's attempts to oppose this. His successor Clement XIV postponed the decision to secularise the Society of Jesus although his electors had been convinced that he would do it 62 . Potocki's view on the problem of the liquidation of the Jesuit Order was quite moderate. Observing the course of events on the political scene he understood perfectly what the end would be and that liquidation was imminent. However, he feared the consequences of this move: "I am not the person to judge whether it is good or bad to do it. Time will show the effect of this storm; if Rome successfully avoids it, it will be a great stroke of fortune, if unexpected" [transl. by A.Ch.]
63
. In Potocki's life the Roman period of his journey turned out to be a turning point marked with a personal tragedy, for at the beginning of 1768 he received a message that both his parents had died.
Renouncing a clerical career did not mean giving up on religious practices. Before he left Italy for France, Potocki went on a pilgrimage to Loreto taking advantage of the beautiful weather. Passing through Terni, Spoleto and Tolentino he reached Loreto, where he took part in a service. He visited the sanctuary twice, the second time on his way back from the papal town Ancona. 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [723] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l Catholicism. In Bologna he took part in a procession with the Virgin Mary's picture in the streets, which was part of the pilgrimage of the holy image. In Venice he experienced the Day of the Ascension and looked forward to participating in liturgic ceremonies 65 . On his way to France he visited the nun Anna Maria Felice Bertarelli 66 in Viterbo. The numerous manifestations of religiousness were not religious fanaticism, but resulted from his Catholic education received in the Piarist college, his understanding of the social strata he belonged to, and a desire to fulfill the obligations put forward for him by his parents and his aunt Katarzyna Kossakowska.
Rome, which, according to Potocki, outshone all other cities with its "beauty", occupied in his accounts a separate place owing to the length of time he stayed in the city. As Potocki wrote, Rome was quintessential for the image of Italy: "it seems to me that it is the same thing to be in Italy and not to see Rome, and to be in Rome and not to see the pope"
67
. This remark is accurate both today as it was in the past since in the 18 th century meeting the pope (directly or indirectly) was considered an important point on the itinerary of a trip to Rome 68 . Taking into account the previously mentioned factors, it must noted that Ignacy Potocki stayed in Rome during a very special period of time -he had the opportunity to see the pontificates of two popes: Clement XIII and Clement XIV. He witnessed not only liturgical services given by, and in the presence of, the pope, but also the scandalous struggle for the throne of St. Peter, which were deeply affected by politics. He lamented over the simony, corruption and political servitude among the cardinals. The prolonged conclave revealed the variety of coteries which fought against one another; Potocki was particularly critical of the "Bourbon" faction, which was totally subjected to the interests of the authorities of France and Spain. As he wrote: "they seem to be more cardinals of Paris or Madrid than of the Roman Church" [transl. by A.Ch.] 69 . In the view of the fact that the actual diary of Ignacy Potocki concerning his stay in Rome remains unknown, much information about his reception of the Roman reality is provided by his travel correspondence. What receives most attention in his letters are his political-economic interests, the fruit of which are the records on the current political-social and military situation of the Papal State. Potocki may be described as an acute observer of the Roman and papal political scene. In his letters to his parents, and later to his aunt Katarzyna Kossakowska he frequently gave news of the plans of the papal diplomacy. There is also a Polish element -his letters give information about the arrival of a pretender to the English throne; Several times he defended the honour of Pope Clement XIII by defending his innocence against a pamphlet which had appeared in the summer of 1766 accusing the papal minister of fraud. He also wrote about the commendable moments of the papacy -for example, the annual celebration of the envoy from Naples paying homage to the pope (5 July 1766). He also criticised the negative aspects of the Vatican's policy. He gave account of the difficult social situation in Rome, problems with providing people with food and the high prices of bread, which created a risk of famine in Rome. Defending once again the innocence of the pope and defining the anti-Church libels as fairy tales and calumny, he stated objectively that "some cardinals are the causes of all this"
72
. He also had a predilection for Clement XIV; he underlined his great popularity among the Roman population, who considered him to be a good and just ruler. In connection with the accident of Clement XIV during his ingress into the basilica of St. John in Lateran, he wrote that the Pope had won great respect among the Romans. As Potocki wrote, the Pope's fall from horseback, though not really dangerous, was considered to be a misfortune, which "concerned the people, who love their present pope, who seeks his subjects' happiness showing compassion especially to the poorest"
73
. He also reported on war projects and even various types of carnival parties. He was particularly surprised by the strict restrictions on entertainment -dance and music -imposed by the church authorities. According to him, the "paltry" Roman carnival consisted only in masquerades taking place with the use of coaches 74 . He was particularly interested in the city, its beauty, ancient traditions as well as its tough economic and political problems. This huge and highly-populated metropolis of about 150,000 inhabitants was famous for the sanctity of the tradition of the first Apostles and the prestige of the capital city of the Christian world measured by the "grandiosity in churches, the most important of which is the church 70 
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [725] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l of St. Peter" 75 . Potocki inherited his beliefs from his ancestors as the characteristic feature of the Sarmatian aesthetic sensitivity of the Baroque was the fact that Polish travellers were impressed by the early modern sacral buildings and the novel solutions used in the residential construction of the city 76 . In the consciousness of Polish travellers from the 16 th century onwards, Rome symbolised marvellous antique traditions (transparent to educated humanists) and the origins of the history of the Church and Christianity
77
. The new intellectual and aesthetic canons of the Enlightenment meant that what was a clear expression of the cultural and artistic significance of Rome for Potocki was the antique past of the city (in fact, more imperial-republican than Christian) visible in antique obelisks, columns and monuments of the republican political system and the glory of the empire such as the Capitoline Hill or the Campus Martius. Potocki pointed out the glamour and richness of contemporary public and liturgical ceremonies. Finally, he appreciated more the spiritual-symbolic prestige of Rome and its religious importance than its great imperial past and contemporary political rank. He thought that the only trace of its grand history and evidence of its past power were Rome's majestic antique ruins. He noticed the historical evolution of the role of Rome, which from the imperial centre converted into the religious capital of the Christian world, where the problems of "heaven were superior to earthly problems, the divine was superior to the human, and the eternal was superior to the worldly" . His judgement of the economic situation of the Papal state was part of the broader European perspective. In the accounts of 18 th century French travellers, similar remarks appear which refer to the financial condition, the fall in trade, the collapse of industry and agriculture and the decline in the morality of the clergy. They blamed the insufficiently farsighted administration of the Papal State, whose indolence and intrigues were to cause the material poverty and the moral decline of the city's inhabitants 80 . In the same vein Potocki evaluated those social-economic processes. He did not reveal either admiration or respect, which totally opposed his adora- 
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A d a m K u c h a r s k i [726] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l tion of the church tradition and antique roots of Roman culture and art. In his letters he was convinced that it was ill-famed papal ministers and high church dignitaries who were to blame for the social unrest: "Neither the pope nor the court's marshall -the pope's grandson -causes this to happen, but some cardinals who tell unimaginable stories and spread calumny" 81 . Using short breaks in his studies, Potocki visited small towns nearby, where he relaxed. He must have felt at ease there. He particularly liked Frascati and Albano, where he "relished in pleasure"
82
. At the end of 1769 he left for Naples where he spent several weeks. As Henryk Barycz rightly pointed out, there were two reasons which prompted Poles to go to Naples. The first was the beauty and the beautiful location of the city by the sea; the second one -a vivid worship of antique traditions 83 . One may presume that an important motive for this trip were his antiquarian interests along with the desire to see the antique monuments in Pompeii and Herculaneum
84
. A shortage of sources does not allow us to verify the thesis as Potocki did not write profusely about his impressions. We only know that the stay in the south of Italy taught him a great deal: "This highly populated, big and well located city entertains me a lot"
85
. He spent all his time visiting the city and its vicinities over the course of three weeks. He probably also saw Mount Vesuvius 86 like most contemporary travellers.
Potocki attempted to outline the main features of the Italian personality. Using a popular list of stereotypical characteristics of individual nations he looked for analogies and differences between Germans and the inhabitants of the Apennine Peninsula. Not paying attention to the political division of Italy, he regarded its inhabitants as representatives of one nation employing consistently the names "Italy" and "Italians". Compared with the German solidarity, Italians looked quite inferior. He formulated general conclusions about laziness, greed, negligence in the education of children, venality and the rebelliousness of the Italian nation. Underlining numerous folk uprisings in Naples -"the Italian head is restless" -he emphasised that they were the actual cause of this province breaking away from the Italian states and submitting it to the rule of the Spanish kings 87 . Comparing the external symptoms and effects of the Italian temperament and rampant imagination with the German industriousness he concluded that the main virtue of the Germans 81 AGAD, APP, 318, vol. 1, Kamsetzera (1776 Kamsetzera ( --1777 1780 -1782 ), Warszawa 2003 List ciekawego Polaka, p. 285.
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The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [727] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l was their love of work and order along with their natural skill for administration and craft work: "God gave to a German the most skilful hands to work and mechanical arts"
88
. Interestingly, those were the German virtues frequently emphasised by Polish people in the 18 th century 89 . Ignacy Potocki thought that the might of the ancient Romans had been lost and replaced by the effeminacy of contemporary Italians. Few positive aspects appear in this torrent of accusations. According to him, the Italians exhibited only musical, literary and artistic talents. However, he criticised the Renaissance tradition of placing even the smallest merits and achievements into artistic inscriptions. According to 18 th century travellers and geographers, the Italians were famous for their high standard of liberal arts as well as musical and vocal talents . It is quite symptomatic that in Potocki's accounts no descriptions of the beauty, clothes, behaviour and personality of Italian women can be found. His only remarks concerning this aspect were limited to the statement that the sound of the Italian language made him think it was a language created for women. He also discerned that more women were born in Italy Having left Italy in the spring of 1770 Ignacy Potocki travelled to several European countries carrying out a shortened itinerary of the Grand Tour embracing the northern and western part of the Apennine Peninsula, France, Spain and German countries. Impressions included in two long diaries and a brief account from a pilgrimage to Loreto in the spring of 1770 constitute the quintessence of his perception of the world he saw during his tour. The Polish pilgrim suffered due to the Italian weather, particularly the heat which as early as late spring bothered him and caused weakness, nose-bleeds and the loss of his voice (Turin 13 June 1770). He considered the roads to be quite safe. He only mentioned one serious threat from bandits, which prompted him to employ an armed escort on his way from Piacenza to Milan. He explained it was caused by the exceptionally unfavourable topography of the forested territory adding that "the location of the road helps villains"
97
. Leaving Italy by sea, he complained about ailments caused by seasickness, which prevented him from admiring the sea views.
As far as economic observations were concerned, he included information which mainly referred to the kinds of crops grown in a given area. As far as the issues touched upon by him on the way from Poland to Rome were concerned, he devoted considerable space to them also while travelling to Italy, France, Spain and Germany. He reported mainly about the kinds of crops and various types of plants typically grown in the south. He mentioned vineyards (particularly in Champagne), olive trees and citruses (in Italy and southern France). Near Barcelona he saw the cultivation of aloe: "This tree is not very high; its root improves the condition of soil, while its flowers do not smell very nice"
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. Remarks about agriculture also include references to the living standards of peasants (their housing conditions, the ownership of horse-drawn carts 
38
The cognitive and religious dimension of the writer... [729] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l economy and trade of agricultural products (e.g. about the real monetary value of the annual import of coriander in Baden-Baden 99 ) played a major role. Economically, he also wrote about his visits to manufactures and factories, which was evidence of his interest in the early-industrial stage of the development of European economy. It is symptomatic that during his second stay in Florence (1770) Ignacy Potocki devoted four days to observing technological processes -for example, at manufactures of wall tapestry and mosaics
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. He spent time in Livorno perusing the bead factory, and two days later he visited a factory in Bologna. A short stay in Porto Maurizio acquainted him with the magnitude of exports and the prices of olive oil obtained from olive trees grown nearby. The intense development of the textile and ceramic industry in France is confirmed by his numerous observations of manufactures and factories of various fabrics such as cloth, linen (Nantes), cotton (Rouen), porcelain, faience, majolica and the manufacture of artistic craft in Abbeville. He was interested in various branches of industry: gun manufacture in Barcelona, mills, salt evaporation ponds near La Rochelle, and even the mines of precious ore in the Saxon town of Freiberg where he went for a few days to see "the curious silver mines"
101
. We may note in his accounts traces of his understanding of the early-capitalist labour practices, when in Caen he visited a house of forced labour and reported about how any form of idleness there was stamped upon.
He was clearly interested in the questions of sea policy and the condition of the fleet during the cruise from Genoa to France along the Ligurian coast of the Mediterranean Sea and his visits to French seaside towns. In Toulon, Potocki saw the harbour of the French maritime force, which he considered to be the only reason for the town's fame. He observed the infrastructure of the harbour, the arsenal and fortifications erected according to a project by Vauban. However, it was not until he visited Marseilles that he became aware of the real potency of the French merchant navy; he saw "in the sea a plethora of masts", and the total number of ships exceeded one and a half thousand units 102 . Brest, a huge French port, made him realise the grandeur of the maritime force. There Potocki witnessed the training of marines, the military drill of soldiers, and many ships including twenty modern frigates and the representative royal ship equipped with over a hundred cannons and the Bertheaume fort situated on an island. He also visited the barracks, warehouses of food and gunpowder, and a prison for two thousand gallery slaves Ibid., In the early modern period we may only mention the voyage of the would-be-king Augustus III of Poland under the supervision of the precept of the Livonian governor Józef Kos in 1715; 39 A d a m K u c h a r s k i [730] w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l the maritime economy, the particulars of the transoceanic trade of this country, and the specific solutions implemented such as the existence of a duty-free zone in Marseille. In this aspect, Potocki acquired substantial knowledge about the colonial and Mediterranean trade. A visit to Lorient, "a town which served the trade of the India Company", gave him a picture of the actual magnitude of French trade with American and Asian colonies. He must have been stunned by the rich and various range of luxury colonial products (spices, coffee, tea, silk and exotic kinds of wood used to make dye) 105 . In Le Havre he noticed that mainly bricks and roof tiles were exported to America; he noted that merchants from Le Havre normally executed orders from Rouen. In Nantes he met Jean Gabriel Montaudouin, a wellknown merchant and shipping agent 106 . In Dunkirk, a powerful naval harbour abandoned owing to the decisions of the Treaty of Utrecht, he noticed an analogy with the harbour in Brest in the context of the geographical location of the merchant's docks, where trade with England and Holland flourished.
The traveller was also genuinely interested in political issues. Apart from the previously mentioned mini treatise about the Venetian government, he made political references during his stay in France (a remark about Provincial States in Bretagne). Chaos and disorder during the debate in Rennes and the inappropriate conduct of the deputies led him to the following analogy -"A huge noise like in our Polish dietines"
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. The second half of the 18 th century brought about the idea of a patriotic traveller, who persisted in making theoretical and practical reflections and pragmatic observations during his tour in order to acquire expertise in various fields of life of the countries he visited 108 . The analysis of the travelling reports of Ignacy Potocki indicates that we are dealing with an Enlightenment thinker looking for economic and social solutions to employ later to reform his motherland.
The remarks made above allow us to define Potocki's tour as a "statistical" voyage, formed on the grounds of the apodemic theory of the 18 th century characterised by a considerable collection of data from the field of political economics. They included remarks concerning political-legal issues, financial matters, the development of agriculture, industry and trade, in particular the early-capitalist organisation of manufacturing. A classic example of such tours were the voyages of the Mniszech brothers in the 1760s 109 . Ignacy Potocki took after his parents in the context of artistic sensitivity. His mother was a translator of Molière's works, whilst his father, Eustachy Potocki, was w w w . z a p i s k i h i s t o r y c z n e . p l 1770-1771 w poznawczą podróż typu Grand Tour. Łącznie zwiedził on kilka państw wiodących wówczas prym na kontynencie w dziedzinie ekonomii, polityki i kultury (Niemcy, Czechy, Austria, Włochy, Francja, Hiszpania). Relacje z tego wyjazdu zawarte w diariuszach i listach ujawniają wyrazisty aspekt poznawczy jego spostrzeżeń i wskazują, że Ignacy Potocki był bystrym obserwatorem sytuacji polityczno-społecznej i gospodarczej panującej w krajach, w których przebywał. Pozwoliło mu to wyciągać daleko idące wnioski o przyczynach mocarstwowości krajów dominujących w Europie oraz układać projekty możliwych reform polepszających sytuację w Polsce. Potocki okazał się również podatny na wrażenia estetyczne chłonąc piękno architektury, sztuki i krajobrazu. Dał tym samym wyraz nowej wrażliwości pozwalającej na holistyczne ujęcie oglądanych za granicą realiów. 
